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The following constitutes the reasons for this bill and the purposes which are sought to be
accomplished thereby:

LB 451 has two purposes: to change terms in the statutes that govern the fitting and dispensing
of hearing aids, and to change the membership of the board that regulates hearing aid specialists.

LB 451 changes terms throughout the statutes as follows: “Hearing aid” is changed to “hearing
instrument”; the name of the act is changed from the “Hearing Aid Dispensers and Fitters
Practice Act” to the “Hearing Instrument Specialists Practice Act”; and the phrase “dispensing
and fitting” is replaced with the word “specialist.”

Section 16 of the bill deals with membership of the Board of Hearing Aid Instrument Dispensers
and Fitters. Currently the six-member board is comprised of a member of the public, an
audiologist, an otolaryngologist, and three hearing aid dispensers and fitters who may be dually
licensed as audiologists. LB 451 would remove the provision that allows the dispensers and
fitters to be dually licensed as audiologists.
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